
At the 2001 regional meeting, Region IV honored two
exceptional research administration newcomers, Mark

A. Sweet and Dr. William (Bill) Sharp. Both Mark and Bill
were unanimously approved for the Region IV Kevin Reed
Outstanding Professional Award. The award recognizes
NCURA members who, with less than five years of research
administration experience, have demonstrated leadership
by serving on NCURA national or regional committees and
have shown a commitment to colleagues by participating in
the national or regional meetings as presenters, panelists,
or moderators. Although both Mark and Bill have contrib-
uted to numerous NCURA activities, the following com-
ments highlight some of
their work as research
administrators and
dynamic NCURA
participants.

Mark Sweet’s research
administration career
began as an Information
Processing Consultant
in the Research and
Sponsored Programs
Office of the Graduate
School at the University
of Wisconsin–Madison.
He has served as the
electronic research
administration coordina-
tor and has made significant contributions to the streamlin-
ing of business processes in the pre-and post-award
offices. Mark has also developed financial reporting sys-
tems consistent with federal requirements, WWW pages
providing easy access to data on research proposals,
awards, and accounts for the research community, and a
WWW-based financial conflict of interest tracking system.

Mark’s regional and national contributions to NCURA have
been significant as he has presented at two regional
meetings on Website development and ERA topics, and
presented two workshops at annual meetings on “Develop-
ing a Website for Research Administration.” He has been
actively involved with the NCURA ERA series and has

Mark Sweet
University of Wisconsin–Madison
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University of Missouri–Kansas City
participated as a moderator, panelist, and laboratory
leader for ERA IV, V, and VI. He is chair of the ERA Task
Force, a position he has held since 1999.

In October 1996, Bill Sharp began his research administra-
tion career as a Grants Specialist for the University of
Kansas, Office of Sponsored Programs. In 1998, he was
promoted to Grants Officer, and became the university’s
first Compliance Specialist in 2000. At KU, Bill has been
involved with proposal review, agency agreement negotia-
tions, and compliance policy development and implemen-
tation.

Bill has been generous
with his expertise and
has actively participated
in regional and national
NCURA events. At
NCURA’s 42nd Annual
Meeting, he was a group
discussion leader for
Not-For-Profit Institutions
and served as a Round
Table Moderator at the
2001 regional meeting in
Minneapolis where he
led a discussion on
“Institutional Approaches
to Human Subjects
Protections Training.” He

serves on Region IV’s Communication Committee and is
responsible for the design and layout of the Region IV
newsletter. He was chosen to serve on the Select Commit-
tee on Communication and Member Services, where he
also participated on a subcommittee producing the
NCURA 2000 Annual Report, and is a member of the
Neighborhood Community Advisory Committee and the
Compliance Neighborhood Exploratory Committee: all
national-level activities.

As members of NCURA Region IV, we are fortunate to call
Mark and Bill colleagues and to benefit from their gener-
ous contributions of time, expertise, and talent.

Bill Sharp
University of Kansas
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Call for Nominations

As announced in a February 7th email
blast to all Region IV members,

NCURA Region IV is holding an election
for membership on its Board of Directors.
The email served as a Call for Nomina-
tions for the positions of:

• Chair-elect
• Secretary
• Elected Member to the Board (two

positions open)
Nominations will be accepted through
March 8, 2002. Self nominations are
encouraged. Because the outcome of the
nomination and election processes affects
the strength of the organization, the
Nominating Committee greatly appreci-
ates your careful and prompt response to
the call for nominees. If you have ques-
tions regarding the nomination or election
process, feel free to contact me or any
member of the Nominating Committee
(listed on page 5 of this newsletter).

For detailed directions for submitting a
nomination as well as position descrip-
tions and responsibilities, go to
www.ncura.uc.edu and click on "Nomina-
tions."

The Nominating Committee thanks you
for your attention to its Call for Nomina-
tions.

Kathleen Diaz Taggart, Chair
Nominating Committee

My friends, as you read this our 2002 Spring Meeting is
quickly approaching. Debi Galloway and the entire

Program Committee are putting the finishing touches on the
program. Before you know it we’ll be in Madison.  More
details about the meeting may be found on pages 3 and 6 of
this newsletter. Now I’d like to talk about two very impor-
tant issues facing Region IV: nominations for our awards
and nominations for elections.

Give some thought to those who have served our Region
and consider nominating someone for an award.  Think
about the many people who have given their time and
talents to make our organization great.  Do they do it for the
money?  For recognition? No.  When you ask those who
serve, they respond with something like, “I’ve gotten so
much out of NCURA and Region IV that I just wanted to
give something back.” What we can do is recognize people
for their efforts and show our gratitude and appreciation.
Remember, without these people–people willing to volun-
teer their efforts–there would be no Region IV and no
NCURA. Consider nominating one of the many deserving
individuals or groups in our Region.

Perhaps more important than recognizing those who have
served Region IV in the past is deciding who will lead our
organization in the future. Historically when the call for
nominations goes out, we don’t receive many responses. I
can tell you personally that this is a grave concern of the
Nominating Committee and the entire Board. It is something
we should all be concerned about.

We need people to step forward and lead our organization,
and the first step in this process is nominating individuals
we want to lead us.  Think about the direction you would
like to see Region IV take and consider individuals you
think can take us there: someone you saw make a presenta-
tion; someone you met at a roundtable; someone you had
dinner with; or someone you met in the hospitality suite. It
might be YOU. Although the task may be harder, the Nomi-
nating Committee would much rather narrow a long list of
nominees down to a final slate than seek out candidates to
fill the slate. I challenge you to make the Nominating
Committee’s job harder. I challenge you to give them lots of
nominees.

I want to thank you all for giving me this opportunity to
serve you as your Chair. I was honored to be elected to this
position by my peers. It’s been a great experience!  Putting

together the Minneapolis meeting was a real
eye opener.  It was hectic and at times hard,
but a blast from beginning to end. I have been
supported by great people whom I’m proud to
have as professional colleagues and lucky to
have as my friends. Surrounded by these
people, how could it not be special? Such is
the magic of Region IV.  For anyone consider-
ing running for Chair-Elect, my advice would
be: DO IT! You will not regret it.

Thanks for the opportunity. It’s been a great
ride. See you in Madison!

Jim Maus
Region IV Chair

http://www.ncura.uc.edu


The  Awards Committee invites your participation in recognizing
members and/or programs within our region deserving of special
recognition in one of the following three award categories:

•Distinguished Service
•The Kevin Reed Outstanding New Professional
•Meritorious Contributions

We recognize that this task is not an easy one; our region has many
qualified candidates. Please identify those you believe to be the most
deserving candidates.  The email Call for Nominations went out
January 25th. The full announcement, program guidelines, and the list
of members eligible for the Kevin Reed Outstanding New Professional
award are available on the Region IV Web site: www.ncura.uc.edu,
then click on “Nominations.”

If you have questions, please feel free to contact the members of the
Awards Committee:

Glenda Luecke, Chair, Washington University,  (314) 935-6950,
lueckeg@msnotes.wustl.edu

Jackie Hinton,Southwest Missouri State University, (417) 836-4132,
ejh901t@smsu.edu

Linda Learned, Illinois State University, (309)  438-7913,
lglearn@ilstu.edu

Sara Byrne, Rush Medical College, (312) 942-5796,
sbyrne@rush.edu

The deadline for nominations is March 30, 2002.

Your Nominations Needed for Regional Awards

NCURA Region IV includes 644 members from
158 institutions.  At the November national

meeting in Washington, NCURA Region IV wel-
comed 64 new members and first time attendees!
Some new member highlights from the national
meeting included:

� The National Board of Directors and the NCURA
staff hosted a dessert reception for first time
attendees.

� Once again the program included a session
entitled “Orientation for the Newer Member”
which provided an overview of the organization
and an opportunity to ask questions and learn
more about NCURA.

� The Region IV Board of Directors and committee
members hosted a new member reception.

� As always, the Region IV Hospitality Suite was
well attended and provided many opportunities
to network and relax in a less formal atmosphere.

REGION IV NEEDS YOU!  Your 2001-2002 Membership
Committee challenges all Region IV members to contact at
least one new member and encourage her/him to attend this
spring’s regional meeting in Madison, Wisconsin on April 27-
30. We’re looking forward to the meeting and the opportu-
nity to greet “old” members and welcome new members into
our organization. There will be a reception for new members
on Sunday evening that will provide the membership an
opportunity to gather and meet the new members. Watch for
details!

We also need volunteers to help with the Hospitality Suite. This is
a fun and easy way to meet other NCURA members. Sandi
Robbins, Assistant Dean, University of Wisconsin Medical
School, has agreed to organize the Hospitality Suite for this
meeting, so please contact her at (608) 263-5978 or
srrobins@facstaff.wisc.edu if you are willing to help.

Finally, please contact any member of the Region IV Mem-
bership Committee (listed on pages 4-5) or me if you want to
assist with membership recruitment.  See you in Madison!

Mary Laura Farnham, Chair
University of Nebraska at Omaha

Membership Committee Report

Make Plans to Attend
This Year's Workshops

Already thinking about travel arrangements
for this year’s Spring Meeting in Madison? Be
sure to arrive in time for the national work-
shops! This year’s selection includes two
workshops: one on compliance issues for the
senior research administrator and another on
the fundamentals of sponsored projects
administration. Both will be held on the
afternoon of Saturday, April 27th . (There is a
nominal cost in addition to the registration fee
to attend these workshops.) Three regional
workshops included with the cost of the
meeting registration will be held on Sunday
morning. Topics include: Clinical trials
management; post award administration; and
professional development. Details to follow
once the Program Committee has finalized the
program, but in the meantime, choose the
workshop that tickles your fancy and plan to
attend!

Preview of the
Monday Night Event

This year's special event at the Spring Meeting
will be an exciting excursion aboard the
Middleton and South Wisconsin Railroad
(www.middletonexpress.com). Dinner will be at
the historic Old Feed Mill Restaurant
(www.oldfeedmill.com).

Page 3

http://www.ncura.uc.edu
mailto:lueckeg@msnotes.wustl.edu
mailto:ejh901t@smsu.edu
mailto:lglearn@ilstu.edu
mailto:sbyrne@rush.edu
http://www.middletonexpress.com
http://www.oldfeedmill.com
mailto:srrobins@facstaff.wisc.edu


National Council of University
Research Administrators

 Region IV Committees and Members
2001-2002

Executive Committee

Chair

Jim Maus
Washington University

Chair Elect
Deborah Galloway
University of Cincinnati

Treasurer
Byron Helms
University of Illinois at Chicago

Secretary
Glenda A. Luecke
Washington University

Past-Chair
Kathleen Diaz Taggart
Creighton University

NCURA Board Of Directors, Region IV
F. Edward Herran
Indiana University Medical Center

Members-At-Large:
Joanne Altieri
University of Kansas

Mary Laura Farnham
University of Nebraska at Omaha

Susan Toler
Loyola University of  Chicago

Deborah Vetter
University of Nebraska Medical Center

Chair-Elect Candidate who received the
second largest number of votes:
Don Boydston
Rush Medical College

Region IV Committee Chairs

Awards Committee
Glenda A. Luecke
Washington University

Membership Commitee
Mary Laura Farnham
University of Nebraska at Omaha

Nominating Committee
Kathleen Diaz Taggart
Creighton University

Program Committee
Deborah Galloway
University of Cincinnati

Communications Committee
Deborah Vetter
University of Nebraska Medical Center

Site Selection Committee
Susan Toler
Loyola University of Chicago

Region IV Committees

Awards Committee
Glenda A. Luecke, Washington University, Chair

lueckeg@msnotes.wustl.edu, (314) 935-6950
Sara Byrnes, Rush Medical College
Jackie Hinton, Southwest Missouri State University
Linda Learned, Illinois State University

Membership Committee
Mary Laura Farnham, University of Nebraska at
Omaha, Chair

mfarnham@mail.unomaha.edu,
(402) 554-2286

Shawnya L. Covington, University of Chicago
Pam Fillmore, Emporia State University
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Linda Head, University of Missouri–Columbia
Nancy Latham, M. Ed., Illinois State University
Jean M. Mercer, Indiana University
Nancy A. Schlesiger, CRA, University of Nebraska at
Omaha
Lori Anne Williams, University of Minnesota

Nominating Committee
Kathleen Diaz Taggart, Creighton University, Chair

ktaggart@creighton.edu, (402) 280-2360
Jamie Caldwell, Loyola University of Chicago
John Falconer, University of Nebraska at Kearney
Tamara V. Hill, University of Cincinnati
Carol A. Miller, Drake University
Gail Mitchell, Northern Illinois University
Crystal Taylor-Nevils, University of Chicago

Communications Committee
Core Committee
Deborah Vetter, University of Nebraska Medical
Center, Chair

dvetter@unmc.edu, (402)-559-3696
Dola Haessig, University of Missouri–Columbia,
Co-Chair

Doug Hott, University of Cincinnati, Webmaster

Bill Sharp, University of Kansas, Editor
Working Group

Alice Breemer, Des Moines University
James Casey, Bradley University
Erica Reynolds, University of Missouri–Kansas City
Anne Sterner, University of Cincinnati
Paula Teel, University of Missouri–Columbia

Program Committee
See complete list on next page.

Site Selection Committee
Susan Toler, Loyola University of Chicago, Chair

stoler@lumc.edu, (708) 327-2404
Don Boydston, Rush Medical College
Byron Helms, University of Illinois at Chicago

National Committee Members

2002 Nominating & Leadership Development
Committee
Stephen Hansen, Chair
Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville

Don Boydston
Rush Medical College

2002 University/Industry Conference Committee
Kathleen S. Irwin
University of Wisconsin–Madison

Mary Ellen Sheridan
University of Chicago

ERA Neighborhood Committee
Pamela Webb
Northwestern University

FRA III Committee
Mary D. Corcoran
Washington University

Laura  Yaeger
Arthur Andersen LLP

Neighborhood Community Advisory
Committee
Bill Sharp
University of Kansas

Pre-Award Neighborhood Committee
Dola Haessig
University of MissouriColumbia

Professional Development Committee
James J. Casey
Bradley University

Pamela A. Krauser
Notre Dame University

Deborah Vetter
University of Nebraska Medical Center

Region IV Committees and Members
(continued)
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On, (to) Wisconsin!
Are you overwhelmed with ever-changing regula-

tions, new interpretations of old regulations and
providing customer service with a smile? Well, you
won’t want to miss Region IV’s upcoming Spring
Meeting to be held in Madison, Wisconsin, April 28–30,
2002!!! The theme for this year’s meeting is “Ethics in
Research” and we are sure you will find something
well worth your valuable time. This year’s workshops
include compliance for the advanced administrator,
fundamentals for all you newcomers (or those who just
want or “feel the need” to refresh their memory),
clinical trials management, post-award management,
and professional development issues. Concurrent
sessions will embrace four tracks of sponsored adminis-
tration:  biomedical, compliance, professional develop-
ment and pre and post award activities. Mark your
calendars now!!!!!

Our committee is busy confirming presenters, compos-

ing the program brochure, updating on-line registration
and gathering electronic versions of presentations. As a
special incentive for this meeting, Region IV will provide
binders for each registrant with copies of all presenta-
tions from our workshops and concurrent sessions! No
need to run around and get the “leftovers” or worry
about being disappointed if you do not get a handout for
a session you cannot attend. We want you to be able to
collect all the information available, even if scheduling
makes it impossible for you to attend every session
important to you.

Be on the lookout for online registration the first week of
March and be sure to get your registration in quickly!
Questions? Need more information about any aspect of
the meeting? Feel free to contact the appropriate mem-
ber of the Program Committee listed below.  See you in
Madison!

Debi Galloway, Chair
Program Committee

Deborah Galloway, University of Cincinnati, Chair (513) 556-2873 debi.galloway@uc.edu
Joanne Altieri, University of Kansas, Co-Chair (785) 864-7462 jaltieri@kucr.ukans.edu
Jim Maus, Washington University, Region IV Chair (314) 362-0268 maus@radonc.wustl.edu
Local Arrangements
Beth Walsh, University of Wisconsin–Madison (608) 263-5559 bwalsh@education.wisc.edu
Sandi Robbins, University of Wisconsin–Madison (608) 263-5978 srrobins@facstaff.wisc.edu
Pre-Registration
Byron Helms, University of Illinois at Chicago (312) 996-7952 bhelms@uic.edu
Registration Desk
Barbara Kuertz, University of Cincinnati (513) 556-1470 barb.kuertz@uc.edu
Regional Workshops
Susan Toler, Loyola University of Chicago (708) 327-2404 stoler@lunc.edu
David Lynch, Mayo Clinic (507) 284-5985 lynch.david1@mayo.edu
National Workshops
Carol Miller, Drake University (515) 271-3788 carol.miller@drake.edu
Beth Herr, Creighton University (402) 280-5769 bherr@creighton.edu
Concurrent Sessions
Deborah Vetter, University of Nebraska Medical Center (402) 559-3696 dvetter@unmc.edu
Kathleen Diaz Taggart, Creighton University (402) 280-2360 ktaggart@creighton.edu
Plenary Speaker
Deborah Galloway, University of Cincinnati (513) 556-2873 debi.galloway@uc.edu
Roundtables
Tamara Hill, University of Cincinnati (513) 558-1716 hilltv@ucmail.uc.edu
Monday Evening Event
Don Boydston, Rush Medical College (312) 563-2224 dboydsto@rush.edu
Hospitality Host
Sandi Robbins, University of Wisconsin–Madison (608) 263-5978 srrobins@facstaff.wisc.edu
Outreach/Newcomer Reception
Ted Knous, Kansas State University (785) 532-6195 tknous@ksu.edu
Technical Advisor
Doug Hott, University of Cincinnati (513) 556-4353 doug.hott@uc.edu

For additional information, see also
John Chaston, Greater Madison Convention and Visitors Bureau, (408) 441-3942

Region IV Program Committee
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Scenes From NCURA's 42nd Annual Meeting
Photos courtesy Ed Herran
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